Flight of Austrian Jews

Austria under Nazi rule was a nightmare for Jews. A previously unknown SS officer, Adolf
Eichmann, was put in charge of the Central Bureau for Emigration in Vienna shortly after the
Anschluss. Using violence and terror, deceit, blackmail, and the threat of concentration camp
confinement, Eichmann’s task was to expel all Jews from Austria while confiscating all their
money and property. No country in the world wanted to shelter the Jews, so each one had the
problem of securing the required emigration documents. After the November 1938 Kristallnacht
pogrom, Eichmann imprisoned the remaining Jews in concentration camps to increase pressure
on them to leave. By the time war broke out in the fall of 1939, 126,445 Austrian Jews had
emigrated.

In a March 28, 1939, surface letter to the United States, Robert Rosenfeld sent a desperate
appeal for assistance to his Chicago relative.
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Viemns, E=rch,28, 1939,
Mister Hery . Rosenzeld, 4
{ g Wr ar o ¢
Chicago. '\)lk.i We AV u;lilU avY,
Jear Mister Rosenfeld,
¥ e : Ry a hy nones 1 got youxr aarease
Zor I hove slwers beer Very Hmdh TRPY-$RYEE to ry relrtives in U.S.a S 2 ks
\ ‘

howewe I could never Iind out where they live., Zhere ore 10w such L s ST INEE P . SR (.4 Y
oircumateonges in iustris es vou know guite well, thet we osn't stsy A,
nor sre we sllowed to stay here =ny longer, It is not to begeid i =~ T mmwmeme—— Tk i S uat i i i i ol

r.hicl'. snde poeition we mre, I om in a oemp now ond wy sister is
vroiting tiis letter for we end - om ozly role to lesve the Jesup, by
having anr poper waick demonstrate that I am ~hle to leave Uercrny. . Pl "
zpd so I =x coming with e grest re uest to vou -nd I beg you instent L‘ oo osi g
%o get the »ffidavit for me, or if you are not =ble to do so, for
Jou havv < ready done ou::s in t)_‘s matter, plesse do 1look lor soe-
uou who would 4o ib 0T negure you sincerely, that I will not
rouble you furiher in cr.; way, for L could eerm my living from the
age of .x:stee“ till now, ard cen iC every wWOorkZ, ©8 We }:lt texlekt.z_l

ag a1l other sorts of work, ar e speciel ve=vér ena ink 1f o
2e°s5 the resl intention to wori, there will be oecsssionm Zor it in
U.S.2. On the other side < relstive of mine who lesves noro-d, but

whers it is impossitle to gel e viss Zor me, hns promissed to dispose
to me in imerike, You see I only csk for the effidavit cund vom
'crula Go n good deed, by sending if t9 me a8 8oon sg possible, Zor
I =w on the Viemna q,m , cnd ez notified »t the ~mericon consulrte
for a verry 1011.5 tile, Su that I could ¥Mve the crmp =nd-—Fiexm—, oftex
heving the sZfidavit
Ecllovlmg wy detes,

Robert Rosenfel, born, 19. 3 rz, 1981, in Vichps.

I beg you once more to overthink xy sade
situetion snd to get the ofIidavit Zfor we, for if you womldn't kelp
we, I don't imow what 3o begin!

Zeceive my pregdeding thanks, Zor your endevours,
.end you cen be mssered I wouldn't impurtune vou farthsr, tut only by—=

uwy the nks.
i welgfing Zor '.ou- 0]
iours
.LI. Pillersdor-sa

rer~in desr Sir sincersl:
Yiemms, “ermeny,




Vienns, March,28, 1959°
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Mister Hery 7. Rosenfeld,

Dear Vister Rosenfeld,
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for I have slways been very Puoh iRATEr?sts to 1 ‘ J.s.a
¢ howewe I could never Tind out where they live., There are now such
; gircumsteng in Asustris =g vou know. guite well, that we can't sts=sy
/ nor sre we ﬁllowed t0o stsy here =ny longer. It is not to be z=id in
; vhicb sade position we sre. I »m in a e¢smp now =nd my sister is
i quu“g this letter for e Oﬂd-i =m only =ble to lesve the c=up, by
? v peper which demonstr T s ~ble to leave Werveny.
¢ ming with o great [ te=nt

snd I beg vou ins
£
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0
: ffidavit =ble %o do so, for
; vou have A resdy done look for Sone—
bodv who would do it that I will not
trouble you further in living from the
age of sixteen till now vell intelleltual
&s =11 other sorts of nd I think if one

n=g the renl intention t be occassion for it in
¥T = & e . - s P 402 oy . 1
] UeBeie Un tﬂe other =i = relsti rine who leasves »bro-d, but
3 where it is impossible to get & visa for me, has promissed to dispose

money 1o me in Amerika, You gee I only =gk for the affidsvit -nd vou

<
qould do ﬂ’waod deed, a gsending it to me =g scon as possible, for
I sm on the Vienna @Lt? snd s otified =t the smericsn counsuleste
for = verry long time, $0 thai could ¥B8ve the camp =nd Vienns, sfter
_f_’lf £ T

ing the ﬁ“fl& 2vit,

n and to get

eive my preceding thenks, Zor your endevours,
wounldn't impurtune wou ;urt&er, but only by-g

and
I

rersin desr Sir

11, Pillersdovfgssqo
Viemme, —ermeny.




