Handwritten Letter from Nazi SS Doctor Josef Mengele
Letter on loan from Glenn Spungen and Debbi Spungen/The Spungen Family Foundation

This letter was written by Nazi Doctor Josef Mengele to his wife, Irene, on December 14th, 1944 while Mengele was stationed in the Auschwitz concentration camp.
The format of the stationary, written in such a way that it can be folded to form its own envelope, is typical of the time the letter was written. The brown stamp was used to seal the
letter, which resulted in it being cut into quarters when opened. Also, note the Auschwitz postmark on the red stamp. Mengele addresses his wife as “Butzele” and himself as “Butz,”
which are common German terms of endearment.

Frau Irene Maria Mengele
Günzburg
Am Stadtbach 4
SS Doctor Mengele
Auschwitz 0/S
Concentration Camp SS Precinct
Auschwitz, 12.14.44
My beloved Butzele!
Your letters from November 29th, December 8th and December 9th have
arrived. I thank you for them from the very bottom of my heart. In these
letters you address the question of our moving, and I’m glad to see that we
agree on major points that we have to consider. The date is the only thing
that’s difficult. You don’t want to come for Christmas; you prefer the time
after the Holidays. I don’t think that’s a good idea since the days before the
holidays are really bad to start your journey. It would also mean that we’re
once again not together on Christmas Eve!
Naturally, I cannot come to visit you, and I won’t be able to pick you up. I
might be able to ask Wirths to send a nurse to travel with you. But I know
you understand that I would like to avoid asking him. Do you really think it’s
impossible for Karl to come along? Or maybe your father? If it looks like he’s
being evacuated, they will have to give him a travel permit! I forwarded your
wishes to our man who’s responsible for housing (Wilks). I think your
requests will be met.
It’s too bad that you didn’t decide earlier, since you had planned on being
here by now. But since it takes such a long time to send mail nowadays, you
have to decide and act on your own. This letter will probably reach you
after you started your journey. It would be awful if you weren’t able to come at
all! Perhaps, and this is what I hope, you got the letter that Dr. Precht carried
with him, and I hope the letter helped you to make a quick decision to come
as soon as possible. Maybe my telegram could have had the same effect?! That
would’ve been beautiful!
Please send my regards to everybody, and let me kiss you.
Yours, Butz.
Why haven’t I heard anything about Loes? Do you know how he’s doing?

