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Billings West High School 
2nd Annual Genocide/Holocaust excursion to Illinois/Indiana 

February 22-28, 2018 
Directory and contact lists (students, teachers, survivors, special guests) 

Rev. March 3, 2018  (Website version) 

 
 

1.  John Bazant    

My name is John Bazant and I am currently a senior at 
West High School in Billings, MT. The clubs and activities 
that I am involved at West are: Key Club, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters, HOSA, Student Council, Model UN, Speech, and 
Track. I first heard about Mr. Stanton’s Genocide class 
during my Freshman year from a group of seniors who 
spoke incredibly highly of it including the thought-
provoking conversations that were sparked, the insights 
and perspectives that it gave. Now having finished his 
class, with honest certainty, I am able to attest to all of 
that, and say that it is easily one of the most important 
classes I have ever taken. I am now ecstatic to be part of 
this trip to Chicago to meet some of these impressive 
people, and be able to listen, first hand to their stories. 
After I finish high school I plan to work as an EMT (which I am currently working to become) 
while attending University of Montana and then if lucky enough I will head off to the Czech 
Republic to study abroad at Charles University in Prague where I will work towards a double 
major in Sociology and Archaeology with a minor in Philosophy. After finishing my education I 
hope to join the Peace Corps and gain some real-life experience of my own.   

 

2.  Sage Lebrun        
  

I have quite a few reasons why I would enjoy this trip and 
find it useful, however, before I delve deeper into why I 
would enjoy this trip I should explain what I would like to 
do in my future past high school.  To be completely open, 
I am not entirely sure on what I would pursue in my life 
after high school, but I firmly believe that the time 
directly after high school is an important time to explore 
the world and find out what you truly are.  I plan on doing 
some more exploring of my world and reading of 
influential works to help expand my knowledge; I am on a 
quest to obtain as much information as possible to help 
understand the world and make an impact on 
it.  Whether the impact be made in politics, social 



2 | P a g e  

 

sciences, or general science is probably the question I do not know the answer to quite yet; I 
am intrigued by these and express a desire to pursue all of them, but I am sure it will become 
clear in the future what I am best suited to pursue.    
 
This is one reason why I would cherish my chance to go to Chicago and learn more about our 
history.  It will give me some more experiences to help understand my world and direct that 
knowledge to make the world a better place.  I also hold a belief that if one has a proficient 
grasp on our history, then one can also have a proficient grasp on many areas of study.  If one is 
exposed to history for long enough and has experienced history, then it gives people an 
understanding of why things became the way they did; it assists in finding solutions to similar 
problems faced in the past; it gives one an understanding of where current social and political 
ideals and ideologies came from; and, most importantly, can allow for all of society to avoid 
repeating the past.  I know that when we study and appreciate the world we can do exactly 
what the UN set out to do, which was avoid genocides and keep the world in peace, but, 
unfortunately, I find we forget our history far too often.  History rhymes too often and too 
many people have died an unjustified death.  Anyway, having an experience like this will give 
me a deeper appreciation about why people do things that they do and an understanding of 
history that I otherwise would never get. It may even help me educate others on the 
importance of having a modest understanding of history, or, at the very least, understanding 
that history is not just a series of isolated events, but a constant chain of events that affect all 
the other events after it.  All of history is interconnected and finding the cause of a problem 
could be a step of exploring how it originated.  These truths, these ideas that I find as my truth, 
are extremely important to me because it is one of my goals to educate people when I 
can.  Thus describes why I would enjoy this trip to Chicago; I want to learn as much as possible. 
 
 

3.   Reagan Linde 

 
My name is Reagan Linde, I am a Senior at Billings 
West High School and am currently in Mr. Stanton's 
Genocide class. I was prompted to take Genocide by a 
friend of mine who spoke highly of the class and the 
incredible insight and perspective the class gave her as 
she prepared to leave for college. As the semester 
comes to a close, I am overjoyed to have had a similar 
experience. I was overjoyed to be included in the 
Chicago trip as it provides a unique opportunity to gain 
a first hand understanding of the stories these 
survivors have to tell. I am looking to study Political 
Science at some prestigious institution next year; 
eventually obtain a law degree, and hopefully someday 
work in the White House (preferably, the Oval Office). 
Thank you for this amazing experience! 
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4.  Brin Purdy    

 
My name is Brin and I’m currently a senior at Billings West 
High.  I am extremely excited to be graduating this year and 
then most likely attending Montana State University.  My 
plan is to study Cell Biology and Neuroscience and I have 
already been accepted into their Pre-Med program, as I was 
to be a surgeon.  However, I’m still not completely sure of 
what I want to do as I now kinda want to study law and/or 
political science, but I will see where college will take me.  I 
wanted to go on this Chicago trip because I saw it as an 
amazing opportunity that many people will never get to 
experience.  After learning about the Holocaust in school 
ever since I was little, all it has ever been was number until 
this year in Genocide.  The things I will learn and experience 
from this trip can not be found in a book or taught in a class 
and I want to hear and understand their first-hand 
experiences from them directly and help share their 
stories.  Thank you so much for making this experience and 
trip possible! 
 

 
 

5.  Alyssa Swanson  

My name is Alyssa Swanson and as you 
probably know I am currently enrolled in 
Mr. Stanton’s Genocide class at Billings 
West High. First off, I strongly dislike 
writing about myself and making myself 
sound good, but I will attempt to give you 
a glimpse into my personality and what 
drives me as a person in the best way I 
know how to. And I say strongly dislike 
because hate is a powerful word in my 
opinion, and I do my best to seldom use 
it. But to get down to it, my plans for 
next year. I will be quite frank with you, I 
absolutely dread being asked this question. I count the 
seconds in a conversation with someone before they ask me this question, 
but in reality the majority of people do not know what they will be doing next year for certain. 
However, I do have many dreams and goals that I would like to accomplish next year. My main 
one being going back to La Paz, Honduras and spending an extended period of time teaching 
English down there. Now I understand you were only looking for a paragraph of an answer but 
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this experience was too powerful to only write a paragraph. I first went down there in July of 
2016 and it forever changed the course of my life. Before that, I was a stuck up cheerleader 
who never thought of anyone else but myself. But that experience really changed my life and 
saved me from the person I was becoming. It has changed my life so much, that instead of 
college, I will be living down there starting December 2018. This all has led me to the point 
where I am currently at in my life. In my current life, I am looking forward to going back to 
Honduras for a 3rd time in March and to Chicago with you all in February. I want to go to 
Chicago because I have been two pieces of profound advice in my life. Number 1, to travel as 
much as possible because you will always get more experience out of it than what you paid for. 
Number 2, to listen to as many stories from people as possible. Because listening is the key to 
learning and understanding about the things others have gone through. I am passionate about 
loving people to the best of my ability and walking out my faith to the fullest. Despite these 
intentions, I am still human and I constantly screw up and I let my personal beliefs, for example 
that every life is valuable, constitute my attitude towards people who do not believe that. But I 
am a work in progress and I will continue to love people as much as I can and help them in any 
way I can. So with that, I thank you for giving me this opportunity to travel to Chicago and learn 
from you all. I eagerly look forward to meeting you! Thank you again! 
 

 

6.    Rachel Wherrell  
 
My name is Rachel Wherrell, I am a Senior 
at Billings West High School. To be 
completely honest I do not have exact 
plans on what I am going to be doing after 
high school. I’m would like to do a gap year 
after high school and then perhaps go to 
college. While on the gap year I would like 
to volunteer as much as I can. I want to be 
able to help people, this is one of my 
favorite thing to do. Volunteering gives me 
an opportunity to change people's lives, 
including my own. It gives me the 
satisfaction of playing a role in someone 
else's life, helping people who may not be 

able to help themselves. While doing a gap year and with volunteering I will hopefully be able 
to figure out different things, that I will want to go to college for the following year. This 
Chicago trip would give amazing insight into the stories of real survivor. I want to be able to get 
to know these people for who they are and not just hear about a story about different things 
that happen, it would as be nice to get to know who they are in person. I would like to have a 
story and person not just a number and a statistic. I will also be nice to be able to go out into 
the world and tell their story, so that things are shared and others are informed.  
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7.  Rob Stanton 
stantonr@billingsschools.org  
 
Rob Stanton 
Billings West High School 
2201 St Johns Ave 
Billings  MT 59102   
  
 
stantonr@billingsschools.org   
Phone: (406) 281-5600   
 
Social Studies Instructor   
Head Football Coach 
Head Track & Field Coach 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Pictured: Teacher Rob Stanton with Elysée Gasigwa at 
Danny and Natalie Spungen’s house. Gasigwa is a 
Rwandan man who worked with American Carl Wilkens 
to rescue hundreds of orphans during the 1994 genocide 
in Rwanda. Gasigwa and Carl spoke at the Spungen 
house on March 6, 2017 as part of the Billings West trip 
to Chicago. 

mailto:stantonr@billingsschools.org
mailto:stantonr@billingsschools.org
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Survivors and Speakers – 2018 

 

 

Magda Brown 
gmagda1@aol.com  
http://magdabrown.com/  
Born June 11, 1927 
 
On her 17th birthday, Magda and her family were 
crammed into a box car and forced to endure an 
arduous journey to Auschwitz-Birkenau. After two 
months of torture, she was selected to be sent to a 
work camp. In March 1945, she and her group were 
forced to go on a death march to Buchenwald, but 
she and several prisoners managed to escape and 
hide in a barn where they were found by American 
soldiers. 
 
 

 

Ida Kersz 
idapaluch@yahoo.com 
 
In 1942, Nazis stormed into Ida's hometown in Poland. Her 
mother fled to a nearby building and jumped to her death, 
leaving behind her 3-year-old twins, Adam and Ida. Ida will 
share her unique story of survival as a hidden child during the 
Holocaust and her quest to be reunited with her siblings who 
were hidden in separate locations. 
 
  

mailto:gmagda1@aol.com
http://magdabrown.com/
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Eva Kor 
CANDLES Holocaust Museum and Education Center 
1532 S. Third St. 
Terre Haute IN 47802 
Work 1.8112.234.7881 
www.candlesholocaustmuseum.org 
 
Eva Mozes Kor is a survivor of the Holocaust, 
forgiveness advocate, and public speaker. Powered by 
a never-give-up attitude, Eva has emerged from a 
trauma-filled childhood as a brilliant example of the 
human spirit's power to overcome. She is a 

community leader, champion of human rights, and tireless educator. 
 
 
   

Mickey Kor 
 
Mickey was born in Riga, Latvia in 1925. After surviving three 
plus years of slave labor in numerous concentration camps, he 
was liberated in 1945 by United States soldiers from the 250th 
Engineer Combat Battalion of the US Army. 

 
 
 
 
* We did not get a chance to meet Mickey 

But Mickey and Eva’s son, Alex Kor, came to the  

Spungen home to be with the students and 
 listen to Janie Oberrotman. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.candlesholocaustmuseum.org/
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Renata Laxova 
rlaxova@wisc.edu 
 
 
I was born July 15, 1931 in Brno, in what was then 
Czechoslovakia. I was in second grade when, in 1939, Hitler 
marched into my country, which became a German 
protectorate. At midnight on July 31, 1939, two weeks after my 
eighth birthday, I bid a tearful goodbye to my parents at the 
Prague railway station and left for England. Thanks to my 
parents’ initiative, I was included in one of Sir Nicholas 
Winton’s Kindertransports to England.  
 
 

 
Steen Metz 

 
Email: steendanish@gmail.com 
Website: steenmetzneverforget.com 
 
On October 2, 1943, my parents and I were arrested and deported 
to the Theresienstadt Concentration Camp from my childhood 
home in Odense, Denmark. I was only eight years old. This Nazi 
facility was the scene of constant hunger, brutal living conditions, 
and death.  Some 15,000 children passed through Theresienstadt. 
I am one of fewer than 1,500 who survived. 
 

 
 

Janine Oberrotman 
janineo@gmail.com  
 
Born in Lvov, Poland, Janine was fifteen years old when the 
Germans invaded her hometown. When the pogroms, random 
killings, and round-ups began, her father found her a job in 
construction to avoid deportation. However, when that job 
could no longer secure her safety, Janine was forced from hiding 
place to hiding place to avoid capture. Ultimately, Janine was 
deported to forced labor in Stuttgart.  

 

Above: Renata with her dog Breenie, 
named after her hometown of Brno, 
at her home on Nov. 22, 2016. 

mailto:steendanish@gmail.com
http://steenmetzneverforget.com/
mailto:janineo@gmail.com
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Suzanne Ahkras Sahloul 
Founder & Executive Director  
5439 N. Broadway - Suite 1.   
Chicago  IL  60640 
Syrian Community Network (SCN) 
1.708.228.9211    suzanne@syriancommunitynetwork.org 
www.syriancommunitynetwork.org  
 
Suzanne was born in Homs — Syria’s third largest city — and came to 
the United States at 10 years old. SCN counts 140 Syrian refugee 
families, close to 600 individuals, now living in the greater Chicago 
area. 

 
 

Agnes Schwartz 
Email:  akittay@aol.com  

 
Agnes Schwartz from Budapest, Hungary was 10 years old when German 

forces occupied her town and her family was forced to move into a “Jewish 

Designated” or “Yellow Star” building.  Their Catholic housekeeper Julia, 

took Agnes to her home before the ghetto was established and, claimed 

her as her niece.  Agnes became a “hidden child” living in the open but 

living in fear, not knowing when her family would be reunited.  During the 

Allied bombings, she was sent underground to hide for months. Her father 

was saved by Raoul Wallenberg and hidden in one of his safe houses. Her 

grandmother, aunt and uncle were rounded up and shot into the Danube River.  Agnes’ mother was 

deported and perished at Bergen Belsen concentration camp.  Her book, “A Roll of the Dice,” is in its 

second publication. 

Event Coordinators, Advisors, and Special Guests 

 
For each of the Spungen home events, a few docents/volunteers from the Illinois Holocaust 
Museum will be invited as well as some special friends of the Spungen Family Foundation. 
 

Dorothy Chambers 
Executive Director 
CANDLES Holocaust Museum and Education Center 
1532 S. Third St. 
Terre Haute, IN 47802 
Work: 1.8112.234.7881 
dorothy@candlesholocaustmuseum.org    

 

mailto:suzanne@syriancommunitynetwork.org
http://www.syriancommunitynetwork.org/
mailto:dorothy@candlesholocaustmuseum.org
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Amanda Friedeman  
Director of Education 
Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education Center 
9603 Woods Drive 
Skokie, IL 60077 
Main: 1.847.967.4800 
amanda.friedeman@ilhmec.org 

 

 

 
 

Emmanuel Habimana  
habiemma07@gmail.com       
 

 
 
 
Kiel Majewski 
Executive Director 
Carl Wilkens Fellowship 
kiel@carlwilkensfellowship.org 
 
 
 
 
 
Prof. Kevin Ostoyich 
Valparaiso University 
Arts & Sciences Building 
1400 Chapel Dr, Valparaiso, IN 46383 
kevin.ostoyich@valpo.edu  
Main wk# 1.219.464.5000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:amanda.friedeman@ilhmec.org
mailto:habiemma07@gmail.com
mailto:kiel@carlwilkensfellowship.org
mailto:kevin.ostoyich@valpo.edu
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Ralph Rehbock 
Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education Center  

Vice-President & Survivor 

RRehbock@comcast.net 

 

    2018_Feb_27_WGN-TV_Sryian-

Community_Network_news_conference_Ralph-Rehbock & Amanda Friedman. 

 

 

 

 

Gary Sternberg  
garys9@cox.net   
 
 
 
           (photo:  July 16, 2017 Gary at Spungen home) 

 
 
 
 
Gary Sternberg was born in Germany.  His father was Jewish and his mother was Protestant.  His mother 
had the opportunity to divorce her husband and stay in Germany.  In addition to refusing to do so, her 
children would still be at risk.  The family found a way to get to Shanghai  in May 1939 where on 
February 18, 1943, most Jewish refugees were given notice to move in a Designated Area for Stateless 
Refugees which is commonly known as the Shanghai Ghetto.  In July 1948 the family got the proper 
paperwork to sail the USA.  Gary donated all his original documents and artifacts to Danny Spungen in 
2017.  The Billings students had a great (fun) conference call about the artifacts they were able to hold  
while talking to Gary.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:RRehbock@comcast.net
mailto:garys9@cox.net
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Hosts 
 

The Billings West High School trips are the inspiration of Rob Stanton and sponsored by 

CANDLES Holocaust Museum and the Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation. 

Representing the Foundation and hosting the students on this trip are: 

Danny and Natalie Spungen 

1 Darby Lane 
Lincolnshire  ILLINOIS  60069  USA 
Work: +1.847.775.4675 
Cell: +1.847.533.7337   
Danny  =  danny@spungenfoundation.org  
Natalie =  natalie@whynotcollectibles.com  Cell: 1.312.969.7337 
*Grandma Celia Fischman, Jonathan, “Nala,” and “Chewy Bear” live at home and you will be 
seeing them. 
*If in town during the week, Danny’s siblings Glenn and Debbi Spungen will stop by. 
 

 
  

Above: Members of the Spungen Family 
Foundation Next Generation at a retreat 
on June 24, 2017. 
Right: Members of the Spungen Family 
Foundation, including trustees, family, and 
Next Generation. 

mailto:danny@spungenfoundation.org
mailto:natalie@whynotcollectibles.com
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Flash Back to March 2017, the 1st Billings West High School  
Spring Break Holocaust Excursion 

 

 
 

L: Madison Bergthold 
and Matthew. 
 
R: Visiting the Baha’I 
Temple in Wilmette. 
 
Below: Matthew Lassen 
shows his tattoo to the 
group. 

Above: Group members with Agnes Schwartz. 

Above: Group members with Eva Kor. Above: Group members with Magda Brown. 

Above Right: Group members with Carl Wilkens. 


