
Agnes Schwartz 
Agnes Schwartz from Budapest, Hungary, was 10 years old when German forces occupied her town and 
her family was forced to move to a yellow star or Jewish designated building (Not the ghetto). Their 
housekeeper (Julia), a non-Jew (never married, no children), took Agnes to safety and, claiming her as 
her niece. 

Agnes became a “hidden child” living in the open but living in fear, not knowing when her family would 
be reunited. During the Allied bombings, she was sent underground to hide for months. Her father was 
saved by Raoul Wallenberg and hidden in one of his safe houses.  

Agnes’ grandmother aunt and uncle were shot into the icy Danube River in Budapest by the Arrow 
Cross, the Hungarian Nazi Party. 

Agnes’ mother was deported with many other Jews who had been rounded up in Hungary. She perished 
at Bergen-Belsen concentration camp. For many years Agnes refused to believe that her mother wasn't 
returning to her. 

In January 1947, Agnes and her father immigrated to Chicago. Her father could not assimilate and 
returned to Hungary, leaving her in the care of her mother’s youngest sister and her family.  

 

Agnes felt deserted by everyone who loved her during her early childhood and had a difficult time 
throughout her teens. At age 18, she married the first boy who came into her life and was happy to have 
a home of her own. The marriage produced three children, two boys and a girl.  After 15 years of 
marriage, Agnes raised her children by herself. She is very proud of her accomplished family. She has 
four grandchildren and four great grandchildren. She carved out a career for herself as a legal secretary 
and office manager.  

 

Since her retirement, Agnes became a very active member of the Illinois Holocaust Museum and 
Education Center’s Speaker’s Bureau. She often speaks at the museum as well as many other locations. 
She has traveled throughout Illinois, Wisconsin and Nebraska telling her story, educating young people 
regarding the Holocaust. NEVER AGAIN is her message. It is of utmost importance to Agnes that the 
Holocaust should not become just another page in a history book as long as survivors are able to tell 
their stories. Her memoir: A Roll of the Dice is a testament to her survival. 


