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Admission is free. Donations are welcomed. For more information on this and other events, please visit 
www.candlesholocaustmuseum.org or call 812.234.7881. 

 

 

Sam Harris is one of the youngest Holocaust survivors. Born in Deblin, Poland, in 1935, he was just four years 
old when his town was bombed and he witnessed death and destruction for the first time. Having lost his 
parents and most of his family, Sam hid for two-and-a-half years in Deblin and Czestochowa concentration 
camps. Had he been found, he would have been killed. 

Sam, although an orphan when he arrived in the U.S. at age twelve, was filled with hope about the possibilities 
awaiting him. This optimism, today still so much a part of Harris’ upbeat personality, is infectious and 
inspirational. Speaking to thousands of children and adults annually, he keeps the gifts of freedom and the 
seemingly endless possibilities at the forefront of his life, while simultaneously honoring the memories of the 
millions who were murdered during the Holocaust. A successful businessman and the recipient of many awards, 
Sam Harris was the instrumental force behind the construction of the Illinois Holocaust Museum and 
Educational Center, of which he is president emeritus.	
  

This event is made possible in part by generous support from the Florence and 
Laurence Spungen Family Fdn and a matching grant from Indiana Humanities 
in cooperation with the National Endowment for the Humanities. 


