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Billings West High School 
4th Annual Survivors Week Trip to Illinois/Indiana 

February 20-26, 2020 
Directory and contact lists (students, teachers, survivors, special guests) 

January 20, 2020 (Revised by Melinda 02/08/2020, 11 am) 

 
 

1. Allison Young    

Hello, my name is Allison Young and I am a 
senior at Billings West High School. I have 
been lucky enough to grow up in Billings, 
Montana where I have grown mentally, 
physically, and spiritually by 
engaging in my school and community. 
 
High school has been a great time where I 
have gotten to participate in the many 
things that I love to do. I have run cross 
country, played softball, and played the viola in West’s Philharmonic Orchestra. I am not 
exceptional at any of these three things, but I have always worked hard to improve myself and I 
have received such joy from doing them. I have been a volunteer at The Western Heritage 
Center and at Faith Chapel. At the Western Heritage Center I helped with creating an exhibit 
about the Vietnam War based on the stories of Montana veterans. It was such a cool 
experience. At the church, I have gotten to lead middle school students by teaching them about 
God’s love. In high school I have learned a lot. Most importantly, I have learned the love of God. 
It is because of my relationship with God that I have been able to let go of my fears and walk 
out my purpose. I know that I am capable of doing great things. 
 
I have a passion for helping people and I have fallen in love with healthcare. I also love the idea 
of healing people and making a difference in such an important way. For this reason, I am so 
excited to go to college. My plan is to stay in Montana and attend either The University of 
Montana or Montana State University for nursing. I have not completely decided on nursing 
and I am still exploring other options like Physical Therapy and Pre-Med. I want to stay in 
Montana so I can be close to my family while still enjoying all that college has to offer. I love the 
outdoors and I intend on being a part of either college’s outdoor recreation club. I also would 
love to be involved in the school’s Honors College and religious clubs. 
 
I am so excited to come on this trip because I want to hear about the Holocaust from the 
people who experienced it. I think that the best way to learn is from real stories from real 
people. 
 
Everyone has a story. These stories of Holocaust survivors, filled with extreme sadness and 
hope, are especially important. We cannot live in a world where these stories are not told. 
 



2 | P a g e  

 

2. Lindsey Weber     
    

Hi, my name is Lindsey Weber, and I am a senior at Billings 
West High School! I am very involved in clubs, academics, and 
leadership activities in my hometown Billings, Mt. 
 
I love participating in speech and debate as well as business 
professionals of america. I have always been very passionate 
about public speaking and presenting knowledge that I 
obtain. Being a debater defines me as a person and requires a 
lot of work and practice. Business Professionals of America 
allows me to use my skills of public speaking, I learn from 
debating, and apply them to the business world, and for all 
aspects of my future career. I love learning the leadership 
and speaking demands that these clubs place on me, and 
being able to show others how to use these skills in all 

aspects of school and how everything will be continue to be used during life after school. 
 
For college, I am hoping to go somewhere that has a great business school. I would like to major 
in business and minor in political science, and then go to law school after. I aspire to become a 
business attorney. Right now, I am considering schools within Montana, so be close to home, 
however far enough away to be able to be more independent in my adult life. 
 
The reason I wanted to come on this trip is to be taught about the Holocaust and be able to 
have a better understanding from people who have experience it. Learning about it in a school 
setting and outside setting is important, however, learning about the effect it had on these 
people is extremely important. Learning the historical part of what happened is just scratching 
the surface of the knowledge to be taught. It is important to respect those affected, and I 
believe the best way is through education and listening to what they have to say. 
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3.   Lauryn Tecca  
 
Hi, my name is Lauryn Tecca. I’m a senior at Billings 
West High School. I am actively involved in Speech and 
Debate, music, and volunteer work.  Speech and Debate 
is one of the best things I have ever been involved in. I 
joined as a freshmen and then started Extemporaneous 
Speaking my junior year and fell in love with it. Being 
involved in this event has made me one hundred times 
more aware of my surroundings. I love talking about 
current events and trying to make the world a little 
better. When I’m not competing, I spend my time 
working on music. I’ve played the trumpet since I was 10, 
and I love every minute of it. Being in band is the best 
part of my school day. I have had a lot of volunteer 
opportunities through music, like conducting a fifth grade 
chime choir. 
 
For college, I have two radically different plans. The most probable is to stay in Billings and 
obtain a nursing degree through MSUB. Science is one of my best subjects, so anything medical 
interests me a lot. I adore working with children, so I would prefer to be in pediatrics if I stay. 
My other plan is all the way across the country. I am currently trying to get into Columbia’s 
Political Science program. I am incredibly passionate about politics and would love to go into 
journalism afterwards. I hope to stay in music and find some way to keep speaking in college. 
 
The reason I wanted to come on this trip is to hear about the Holocaust on a more personal 
level. I want to learn from a source that I have never had the opportunity to hear from. I would 
love to expand my horizons and soak up all the information I possibly can. Being able to hear 
these survivors is an incredible experience that I might not have ever again. 
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4. Olivia Price  
 
My name is Olivia Price and I go to Billings West high school! 
I love being active and being outdoors. I played basketball 
for three years and will have participated in track for three 
as well. Being active is something I do on a daily basis. I 
wake up before the sun comes up every day to go to the 
gym/take a workout class before school. It truly is my happy 
place. I also work at the coffee shop near me. I work about 
20 hours a week, after or before school, varying on the 
week. I love working because it gives me the opportunity to 
learn new skills that I am able to incorporate into my daily 
life. And on top of that, it has blessed me with so many 

amazing friends that I believe will last a lifetime. On a different note, I also love traveling and 
drawing. Drawing is something that I do a lot when I’m too tired to workout! When drawing, I 
mainly just do sketches without color & don’t have a specific style. I do not get to travel much 
but will take any opportunity I get to leave Billings and see the rest of the world. I plan on doing 
a ton of traveling as I get older and hope to study abroad. 
 
After I graduate high school I plan on studying nutrition sciences. As of right now I want to be a 
nuitritionist or dietitian. My reason for this is because I care a lot about my own health. I am 
always watching what I put into my body and being cautious of certain ingredients when buying 
food. As I said above, I would love to contribute to helping other people do the same thing by 
making it easier to realize how important eating nutritious food is for the body. I believe eating 
healthy benefits people in every way possible and think everyone should take care of 
themselves to help them strive mentally and physically. Changing my eating habits has 
completely flipped my life around and I would love to experience it doing the same magic for 
others! 
 
I found this trip really intriguing because I heard all about it from my sister (Grace Price). After 
asking her many questions and learning about what we will be doing, I knew I had to try to go. 
This is a once and a lifetime opportunity to learn and visit many places that I know close to 
nothing about. I want to be more educated on The Holocaust and it would be unforgettable to 
meet anyone who experienced it. Having a firsthand experience with a Holocaust survivor is 
something that does not happen every day. It will be interesting to learn about it from different 
perspectives as well. I believe it will deepen my understanding from what I have learned in 
school. It’s very important to me that the stories (that I will be lucky enough to hear) are heard 
and never forgotten! 
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5.  Emma Hardy 
 

Hello, my name is Emma Hardy! I enjoy participating in 
athletics and care deeply about my academics. I also 
enjoy playing the piano and being an active member in 
my community. This year I am a senior at Billings West 
High School. 
 
I am an active member of HOSA-Future Health 
Professionals and I engage in volunteer service through 
the program. I also babysit and grocery shop for the 
Her Campaign, a refuge and safe house for women who 
have experienced sexual trafficking and exploitation. I 
have also been elected historian for the National 
Honors Society where I coordinate and plan meetings 
for volunteer service opportunities. Finally, I have 
participated in cross country for 3 years and played 

piano for 9. I love being outside and enjoying nature, be it skiing, hiking, or running. I also love 
biking and walking, and could spend hours wandering the trails near my house. 
 
My plans for college are mostly undecided for right now, but I’m most likely going to attend a 
college somewhat near my hometown, Billings Montana. I have a great love for researching and 
learning and I especially love YouTube educational videos. At the moment, I believe I want to go 
into something medical and perhaps become a physician's assistant or a pharmacist. Although 
my major has a great possibility of changing, I know I will continue to learn and research my 
entire life. 
 
It would be an honor to be able to hear survivors' stories and learn to more clearly understand 
the events leading up and pertaining to the Holocaust. I would love to hear a different and 
invaluable perspectives on this event which I have only learned about from schools and movies. 
Hearing a survivor speak would be amazing perviagle that would help me broaden my 
understanding of the tragedy that took place and perhaps help me reframe the way I view 
modern world issues. 
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6.  Megan Gemmill    
 

Hello, my name is Megan Gemmill! I am a 
senior at Billings West High School and I am 
an active individual throughout my 
community and school, with passions in 
academics, music, and athletics. One of my 
biggest enjoyments is running. I have 
played various sports since a young age, 
but running has been my favorite. I have 
ran cross country and track all four years of 
high school and through this sport have 
formed some of my closest friendships and 
relationships with my teammates and coaches. It has given me the opportunity to travel around 
the state and compete. Over time running has been a good way to grow as an individual both 
physically and mentally and has taught me how to compete, challenge myself, be a team player, 
form relationships, build confidence, become a leader, and overcome obstacles in life both in 
the races or beyond. Besides running, I love staying active through hiking and skiing. I spend my 
summers and winters primarily in the mountains enjoying these activities with my family, which 
has been one of the best parts of growing up somewhere as beautiful as Montana. I have also 
played the violin since I was ten years old and have enjoyed being a part of my school orchestra 
throughout my high school years. Getting new music, especially holiday music, and traveling on 
music tours have been some of my favorite parts of being in the music program. Besides all of 
these, I enjoy being in clubs like Key Club, NHS, and HOSA, where I am given the opportunity to 
reach out to individuals and do community service in the Billings area. 
 

I am hoping to pursue a major in either Nursing or Pre-Med in the future, but my plans for 
where I will attend college are currently undecided. As of now, I am becoming a Certified 
Nursing Assistant and am hoping that this will show me whether or not nursing is something I 
am passionate about. I have always been interested in anatomy and medicine and have 
enjoyed taking classes that have included these in the course. I have a heart to get to know and 
help people and I believe that nursing would be the perfect profession to include that with 
medicine. I have been an honors student throughout high school and have enjoyed challenging 
myself to learn and grow by taking rigorous courses. I hope that by attending college as a 
nursing student in the future I will be able to continue my growth as a student and challenge 
myself more. 
 

The reason I wanted to come on this trip was to learn about the Holocaust from the perspective 
of individuals with experience and to hear their story from them directly. It has been important 
to learn about the events of the holocaust from classes, teachers, books, and movies, but those 
only go so far. I want to meet the people who were directly impacted by the horrific events that 
took place and broaden my understanding of how such an atrocious affair starts and escalates. I 
hope to become more educated on the topic while also respecting the individuals that were 
affected. 
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7.    Lillian Fix-Brierton 
 
My name is Lillian Fix-Brierton, you can just call me Lilli, 
or whatever is easiest! I am extremely active in sports 
and have a habit of pushing myself academically. I’m a 
senior at Billings West High and will be graduating a 
semester early. 
 
I have spent the last six years playing junior roller derby 
and plan to continue to pursue this sport into my adult 
years. Playing roller derby competitively has been one 
of the greatest experiences of my life, the diversity in 
the people I’ve met as well as the friends I’ve made all 
over the world have created lasting memories. I have 
spent seven years playing the cello and while I no longer 
play in school I still play whenever possible.  
 
I have not made a final decision in regards to college 

but plan to pursue a career in nursing or botany. I have been looking into schools in either 
Arizona or Oregon as I have family in both states and will still maintain close contact with 
relatives at home. I will have a gap year as I work full time in order to save for college and the 
possibility of moving to another state.  
 
This trip interests me because I think every story needs to be told from those who have 
experienced it, textbooks and statistics are cold and do not have the names and faces to truly 
make people understand what happened. I believe simply reading about something and 
discussing an experience are two vastly different things. 
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8.    Carly Byrne 
 
Hi, my name is Carly Byrne! I live in Billings 
Montana and am currently a senior at West 
High School. 
 
My high school experience has been enriched 
with academics, clubs and community service. I 
am currently a member of the National Honors 
Society at my school. I was admitted for my 
high academic achievement, including honors, 
college and Advanced Placement classes. 
Outside of the classroom, I have been a part of the Business Professionals of America club for 
three years and have progressed from holding the Membership Director office my junior year 
to being President this year. I have also contributed over one hundred hours towards Key Club 
over my four years of membership, which serves our greater community. This year, I hold the 
office of Key Club President. I have a love for music and have been a member of my school’s top 
auditioned orchestra for three years. Over the past four summers I have volunteered at a local 
hospital, taking a coffee cart around to all the patients, family members, and staff. For two 
summers, I participated in our local Reading Rocks program, reading with underprivileged kids 
while also being involved in Park to Park Program, mentoring a child every week. Montana’s 
Governor and First Lady chose me to be involved in their 2019 Youth Leadership Program, 
where I will work with peers to address the overwhelming problem of childhood hunger across 
my state. For the past two years, I have worked part time at a daycare where I am a childcare 
worker and a swim instructor. 
 
After graduating in May, I plan to attend the University of Montana to pursue a degree in 
Business. I have been accepted into the Davidson Honors College where I will continue to focus 
on my high academic standards. I am excited to build upon my work in community service that I 
have established during high school. Go Griz! 
 
I have always been interested in learning about the Holocaust. The standard classroom 
curriculum I have learned doesn’t reach the level of understanding I feel one needs. Survivor 
Week will take that education to a new level. I truly believe the only way our world can move 
on and prevent more Genocides from happening is through educating our youth. 
Understanding the trauma and real events told from people who have gone through it as well 
as getting to observe their resiliency and promise for the future. I hope to be a tool for my 
generation and future generations to never forget, but also to strive for a better tomorrow. 
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9.  Cheyenne Aldrich  
 

My name is Cheyenne Aldrich, but most of my favorite 
people call me mom or Mrs. Aldrich. I have been a social 
studies educator for the past 12 years. I currently teach US 
history, Montana history, Economics and Psychology. In 
each of these subject areas, I strive to challenge students to 
grapple with what is just and what our responsibility is in 
creating a more just society.  
 
I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to engage in this 
important and challenging work and to share my passion for 
social studies education with my school community. My endearing commitment to social 
studies education has provided me many opportunities and experiences that I am continually 
humbled by including being selected this past summer as the Gilder Lehrman History Teacher of 
the Year for the state of Montana. I find hope and inspiration daily in the voices of the young 
people that I serve. 
 
When not in the classroom, I value the time that I am able to share with my best friend and 
closest confidant, Brand, my husband for the past 16 years. Together we have been blessed 
with three children, Aidan (15), Liam (12), Kenley (9) and the queen of our hearts, our Havanese 
Cleopatra.  

 
 

10.  Rob Stanton  
 
Hello, my name is Rob Stanton and I have been 
teaching for the past 26 years. I was a PE 
teacher for the first 9 years of my career and 
currently teaching sophomore world history 
and a genocide class for seniors.  I am also the 
head track and field and football coach at our 
school. I have been lucky to have been a part 
of 10 state championships at Billings West. 
 
I have been teaching genocide classes for the 
past 10 years and typically have around 160 
ready to graduate seniors taking the course. I 

have led students on educational excursions to Washington DC, to Poland with Candles 
Museum and Chicago for “Survivor's Week.”  With the help of the Spungen Foundation, the 
class has sent over 70 kids to Poland and Chicago in the past 9 years. 
 
I have a lovely wife, Shelly, who is also in education. She has won numerous awards for her 
work in technology and the classroom. Shelly and I have one child, Connor who is 14 years old. 
He is active in all sports at his school and likes his science classes. He is looking forward to high 
school! 

Pictured: February 27, 2018, Dez Clark #88 with the 
Chicago Bears visiting students Survivors Week #3. 
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Survivors and Speakers – 2020 

 

Inge Auerbacher 
 
Inge Auerbacher was born in Kippenheim, Germany.  Inge’s 
father was a soldier in the German Army during World War.  
At 7 years old, Inge and her parents were deported to the 
Theresienstadt ghetto in Czechoslovakia.  Inge has published 
six books, three of these books tell her life story; “I am a 
Star” – Child of the Holocaust, “Beyond the Yellow Star to 
America” and “Finding Dr. Schatz”.  Inge is very fond of the 
poems and songs related to her story.  For  example: 

https://mediaspace.minnstate.edu/media/Clip+of+Holocaust+Memorial+Ceremony+2019+-

+International+Day+of+Commemoration+in+memory+of+the+victims+of+the+Holocaust/1_3v

dms50k 

 
 
 

Magda Brown 
 
On her 17th birthday, Magda and her family were 
crammed into a box car and forced to endure an arduous 
journey to Auschwitz-Birkenau. After two months of 
torture, she was selected to be sent to a work camp. In 
March 1945, she and her group were forced to go on a 
death march to Buchenwald, but she and several 
prisoners managed to escape and hide in a barn where 
they were found by American soldiers. 

https://mediaspace.minnstate.edu/media/Clip+of+Holocaust+Memorial+Ceremony+2019+-+International+Day+of+Commemoration+in+memory+of+the+victims+of+the+Holocaust/1_3vdms50k
https://mediaspace.minnstate.edu/media/Clip+of+Holocaust+Memorial+Ceremony+2019+-+International+Day+of+Commemoration+in+memory+of+the+victims+of+the+Holocaust/1_3vdms50k
https://mediaspace.minnstate.edu/media/Clip+of+Holocaust+Memorial+Ceremony+2019+-+International+Day+of+Commemoration+in+memory+of+the+victims+of+the+Holocaust/1_3vdms50k
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Ida Kersz 
 
In 1942, Nazis stormed into Ida's hometown in Poland. Her 
mother fled to a nearby building and jumped to her death, 
leaving behind her 3-year-old twins. Ida will share her unique 
story of survival as a hidden child during the Holocaust and her 
quest to be reunited with her siblings who were hidden in 
separate locations.  Ida has written a book about her life, titled 
“Unveiled Memories” – Twins Reunited After the Holocaust. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Tibor Klopfer 
 
Tibor represents the important role of being a “2nd 
generation” child of Holocaust survivors.  Using family 
photos, maps, and other illustrations, Tibor will tell the 
stories of his parents.  His mother was deported from a 
ghetto in rural Hungary to Auschwitz-Birkenau.  She was 
moved to an industrial slave labor camp and ultimately was 
liberated from the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp.  
Tibor’s father was processed through Auschwitz and 
worked in forced labor camps before being liberated from 
Dachau.  Tibor’s father lost all his immediate family, 
including his first wife and two young daughters. 
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Alex Kor 
 
From Terre Haute, Indiana, Dr. Alex Kor has practiced 
podiatry for nearly 30 years and currently works at 
Witham Health Services. Being the son of two Holocaust 
survivors, Michael and Eva Kor, he has traveled to 
Auschwitz over a dozen times. He also accompanied his 
late mother to South Africa in 2007 when she lectured 
with Archbishop Desmond Tutu. An avid tennis player, he 
is ranked #63 in the USA in his division and has won 
medals at the Maccabiah Games (in Israel) on several 
occasions. 

 

 
 
 
 
   

Mickey Kor 
 
Mickey was born in Riga, Latvia in 1925. After surviving three plus years of 
slave labor in numerous concentration camps, he was liberated in 1945 by 
United States soldiers from the 250th Engineer Combat Battalion of the US 
Army. 

 
 
 

 
Estelle Laughlin 
 
Estelle was born in Warsaw, Poland in 1929.  When she 
was 10 years old, her family was forced into the 
Warsaw Ghetto.  The family hid in a secret room to 
avoid deportation during liquidations in 1942.  Estelle 
and her family were eventually imprisoned in 
concentration camps such as Majdanek, Skarzysko and 
Czestochowa. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Pictured At Left: Alex Kor with his mother in front of her picture 
from the liberation photo in Block 6 at Auschwitz I. 

Pictured Above: Estelle with 
Christian Dunlap, Survivors Week #3 
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Lewis Lee 
 

Lewis coordinates Portal operations for Shared Studios 

in Milwaukee, as well as local outreach and business 

development in the Amani neighborhood. Lewis is also 
the Outreach Coordinator for the Milwaukee Fatherhood 

Initiative, and is a leader working on community and 

restorative justice his community. Lewis was featured in 
the documentary “Milwaukee 53206”, a documentary 

about gangs and a poor area with the biggest 

percentage of Black American men in prison per-capita.  

Listen to a story about Lewis here:  
How a Golden Shipping Container Became One Man’s Portal to the World . 
 
 

 
 
 

Ellie Merar 
 
Ellie Merar was born in 1926 in the small picturesque city of 
Lauterecken, Germany. At the age of eleven, Ellie and her family 
escaped the ever-growing antisemitism in Germany that was brought 
on by the rise of the Third Reich. They were sponsored by an American 
aunt and uncle living in Terre Haute, Indiana. Ellie will share her 
personal story of antisemitic persecution and immigration to the United 
States at the Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education Center. 

 
 
 

https://www.pri.org/stories/2018-04-04/how-golden-shipping-container-became-one-man-s-portal-world


14 | P a g e  

 

Steen Metz 
 
On October 2, 1943, Steen Metz and his parents were arrested 
and deported to the Theresienstadt Concentration Camp from his 
childhood home in Odense, Denmark.  Steen was only eight years 
old.  This Nazi facility was the scene of constant hunger, brutal 
living conditions and death.  Some 15,000 children passed through 
Theresienstadt.  Steen was of fewer than 1,500 that survived. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

George Mueller 

 
George Levy Mueller was born in Germany to Max and Lucie 
Levy. In 1938, George and his family were forced out of their 
home and forced to live in a Juden Haus (Jew House). On 
November 9th, during Kristallnacht, George's father and uncle 
were arrested and taken to Sachsenhausen concentration 
camp.  Following Kristallnacht, George and his sister Ursula 
were sent to Holland, where they lived in a convent until 1943. 
In 1943, George and his sister were deported to Vught 
concentration camp, then to Westerbork and finally to Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp in Germany. They were liberated in 

April 1945 by the Russian army while on a death train.  George and Ursula 
returned to Holland and eventually came to the United States in 1947. 
 

 
 
 

Pictured Above: John Bazant with 
Steen Metz, Survivors Week #2 Feb. 
2018. 
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Janine Oberrotman 
 
Born in Lvov, Poland, Janine was fifteen years old when 
the Germans invaded her hometown. When the 
pogroms, random killings, and round-ups began, her 
father found her a job in construction to 
avoid deportation. However, when that job could no 
longer secure her safety, Janine was forced from hiding 
place to hiding place to avoid capture. Ultimately, 
Janine was deported to forced labor in Stuttgart.  

 
 

 
 
Zofia Gadomska Paluch 
 
Zofia Gadomska is a Polish immigrant to the USA 
whose parents were recognized by Israel as 
“Righteous Among Nations.” Her father Stanislaw 
Prycak and mother Stefania saved 17 Jewish people 
by hiding them in a barn through most of the war. 
Zofia’s uncle was killed by Nazis when he was 
caught smuggling food for the 17 Jews. 

 

Adam Paluch 
 
Adam was born in 1939 in Poland. He had two 
sisters, but at three years old, the Nazis invaded 
their home. Adam was experimented on in a 
concentration camp and has no real memory of the 
WWII time period. In 2017, he married Zofia 
Gadomska. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured Above: Zofia Gadomska Paluch and Adam 
Paluch. Zofia is holding the Righteous Among the 
Nations medal awarded to her parents. 
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Agnes Schwartz  
 
Agnes Schwartz from Budapest, Hungary was 10 years old when German 
forces occupied her town and her family was forced to move into a 
“Jewish Designated” or “Yellow Star” building.  Their Catholic 
housekeeper Julia, took Agnes to her home before the ghetto was 
established and, claimed her as her niece.  Agnes became a “hidden child” 
living in the open but living in fear, not knowing when her family would be 
reunited.  During the Allied bombings, she was sent underground to hide 
for months. Her father was saved by Raoul Wallenberg and hidden in one 
of his safe houses. Her grandmother, aunt and uncle were rounded up 
and shot into the Danube River.  Agnes’ mother was deported and 
perished at Bergen Belsen concentration camp.  Her book, “A Roll of 
the Dice,” is in its second publication. 
 
 

 

 

 

More Special Guests  

 
 

Sharon Ackerman Nagel 
Tel-Aviv Kosher Bakery 
2944 W Devon Ave 
Chicago, IL  60659 
Main: 1.773.764.8877 
Sharontelavivbakery@yahoo.com 

 
Sharon is the daughter of Diana 
Ackerman who owned the bakery but 
passed away around October 2018.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Sharontelavivbakery@yahoo.com
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Event Coordinators, Advisors, and Special Guests 

 
For each of the Spungen home events, a few docents/volunteers from the Illinois Holocaust  
Museum will be invited as well as some special friends of the Spungen Family Foundation. 

 
A.J. Katzenmaier Academy (AJK) 
Michael Grenda, Principal 
Ysenia Sanchez, Chief Academic Officer 
North Chicago School District 187 
1829 Kennedy Drive 
North Chicago, IL  60064 
Work: 1.847.689.6330 
MGrenda@d187.org 
Ysanchez@d187.org 
 

 

Amanda Friedeman  
Harvey L. Miller Youth Educator 
Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education Center 
9603 Woods Drive 
Skokie, IL 60077 
Main: 1.847.967.4800 
amanda.friedeman@ilhmec.org 

 
 
 

 
 
Kiel Majewski 
Human Rights Consultant 
Spungen Family Foundation 
P.O. Box 3052 
Madison, WI  53704 
kiel@spungenfoundation.org 

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:MGrenda@d187.org
mailto:Ysanchez@d187.org
mailto:amanda.friedeman@ilhmec.org
mailto:kiel@spungenfoundation.org
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Jim Schuster 
Social Studies Teacher 
Carmel Catholic High School 
10 Constance Ln 
Northbrook, IL  60062 
jdsteachesu@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 

 
Leah Simpson 
CANDLES Holocaust Museum and Education Center 
1532 S. Third St. 
Terre Haute, IN 47802 
Work: 1.812.234.7881 
leah@candlesholocaustmuseum.org    

 
 

 
Dr. Allison Slade 
Director, K-5 Initiatives 
Steans Family Foundation 
1801 Sheridan Road, Suite 101 
North Chicago, IL 60064 
Cell: 1.312.316.3858 
aslade@flc-sff.com 

www.steansfamilyfoundation.org 

 

 

In 2019 the Steans Family Foundation established an office in North Chicago.  They work in 
partnership with local residents and institutions to build and enhance the North Chicago 
community. The Foundation focus on three key revitalization fronts: 
  

1.  Early Childhood Development 
2.  School-Based Education 

3.  Parent/Caregiver Advocacy and Leadership 

  
The Spungen Foundation connected with Evan Westerfield and Allison Slade through the 
Spungen’s company (PEER Chain Company) which is located in the Waukegan/North Chicago 
area.  PEER Chain Company is also very active in the North Chicago Rotary Club.  Jointly we are 
hosting Holocaust survivor Inge Auerbacher this week and providing all 4th and 5th graders at a 
local school with Inge’s book, I Am A Star. 

mailto:jdsteachesu@gmail.com
mailto:leah@candlesholocaustmuseum.org
mailto:aslade@flc-sff.com
http://www.steansfamilyfoundation.org/
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Hosts 

 
The Billings West High School trips were inspired by Rob Stanton and are sponsored by 

CANDLES Holocaust Museum and the Florence and Laurence Spungen Family Foundation. 

Artifacts from the Spungen Holocaust Collection will be on display at each event for educational 

purposes. Representing the Foundation and hosting the students on this trip are: 

Danny and Natalie Spungen 

Work:  1.847.775.4675 
Danny  =  danny@spungenfoundation.org  
Natalie =  natalie@whynotcollectibles.com   
*Grandma Celia Fischman, Jonathan, “Chewy Bear”, and “Yogi Bear” live at home and you will 
be seeing them. 
*If in town during the week, Danny’s siblings Glenn and Debbi Spungen will stop by. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Members of the Spungen 
Family Foundation Next Generation at 
a retreat on June 24, 2017. 
Right: Members of the Spungen Family 
Foundation, including trustees, family, 
and Next Generation. 

mailto:danny@spungenfoundation.org
mailto:natalie@whynotcollectibles.com


20 | P a g e  

 

Flash Back to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Billings West High School  
Survivors Week – March 2017, February 2018 and March 2019 

 

 
  

L: Madison Bergthold 
and Matthew. (2017) 
R: Visiting the Baha’I 
Temple in Wilmette. 
(2017) 
 
Below: Matthew Lassen 
shows his tattoo to the 
group. (2017) 

Above: Group members with Agnes Schwartz. (2017) 

Above: Group members with Eva Kor. (2017) Above: Group members with Magda Brown. (2017) 

Above Right: Group members with Carl Wilkens. (2017) 
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Above: Students with Agnes Schwartz, holding a Raoul 
Wallenberg schutzpass from the Spungen Collection similar to 
the one her father received (2018). 

Above: Holding Danish cookies with Steen Metz. (2018) 

Above: Prof. Kevin Ostoyich speaks to the group. (2018) 

Above: Skyping with Gary Sternberg. 
(2018) 
 
Left: At a press conference for 
refugees with Ralph Rehbock and 
Amanda Friedeman from Illinois 
Holocaust Museum. (2018) 
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Above: Eva Kor speaks to the group during Survivors 
Week #3. (2019) Above: Zofia and Adam Paluch share “Szarlotka” cake 

with students during Survivors Week #3. (2019) 

Above and Above Right:  Eva Kor has influence!  Pulled over 
twice but a CANDLES plaque was better than a driver’s license. 

Above: Carl Wilkens and Lewis Lee, Survivors Week #3 
(2019) 

Left: Mickey Kor speaks with students, Survivors Week #3 
(2019) 
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Above: Agnes Schwartz with Lewis Lee, Survivors 
Week #3 (2019) 

Above: Magda Brown with Lewis Lee, Survivors 
Week #3 (2019) 

Above: Lewis Lee with the students during Survivors Week #3 (2019) 

Above: Lewis Lee, Survivors Week #3 (2019) 


